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Motor Row Lofts Receives 2008 Chicago Landmark    
Award for Preservation Excellence 

       

The Commission on Chicago Landmarks recognized Motor Row Lofts as an 
outstanding project that involved notable improvements to a designated 
Chicago Landmark property within Chicago Landmark Districts. The Landmark 
Preservation Awards are presented to projects that protect the historic integrity 
of Chicago's buildings and retain their historic essence with exemplary 
preservation efforts that serve the entire community. 

Preservation Award winners were selected by the Commission on Chicago 
Landmarks. Only properties that have been designated by the City Council as 
Chicago Landmarks or as part of a Chicago Landmark District are eligible. The 
awards are presented in recognition of the preservation of the city's historic 
landmarks and keeping them in active use. 

Located along the historic stretch of S. Michigan Avenue known as Motor Row, 
the rehabilitation of these three historic buildings into 51 loft residences brings 
new life to the previously neglected structures. Originally designed by Holabird 
& Roche and built between 1911 and 1915, the residences now offer extra-high 
ceilings, private outdoor areas, upper level mezzanines and indoor parking. 

More about Motor Row Lofts and other historic projects are found at: 

http://www.davidseglin.com/work/historical_rehab 
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2301–2315 South Michigan 
Motor Row Historic District
Adaptive Reuse and Exterior Rehabilitation
Recipient:  Motor Row Development Corporation

These three buildings are part of the Motor Row District on Chicago’s Near South Side, considered 
to be the largest intact early “automobile row” in the United States.  At its peak, as many as 116  
different makes of automobiles were being sold on Motor Row.  These three buildings were all designed 
by the prominent architectural firm of Holabird and Roche—the corner five-story masonry building 
was constructed in 1911 for the Cadillac Motor Car Company, while the three-story buildings were 
constructed in 1915 for Alfred Cowles and for the Saxon Automobile Company respectively.   The three 
buildings were vacant when the developer purchased the property and converted the buildings into  
52 residential units with interior parking and retail space.  The project included extensive masonry 
repairs, new windows, new storefronts, and rooftop additions, and also preserved a historic rooftop  
water tank.  The Motor Row District was designated a Chicago Landmark on December 13, 2000.
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