


Biograph Theater
2433–2443 North Lincoln
Exterior Rehabilitation and Adaptive Reuse
Recipient: Victory Gardens Theater

The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.
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2301–2315 South Michigan 
Motor Row Historic District
Adaptive Reuse and Exterior Rehabilitation
Recipient:  Motor Row Development Corporation

These three buildings are part of the Motor Row District on Chicago’s Near South Side, considered 
to be the largest intact early “automobile row” in the United States.  At its peak, as many as 116  
different makes of automobiles were being sold on Motor Row.  These three buildings were all designed 
by the prominent architectural firm of Holabird and Roche—the corner five-story masonry building 
was constructed in 1911 for the Cadillac Motor Car Company, while the three-story buildings were 
constructed in 1915 for Alfred Cowles and for the Saxon Automobile Company respectively.   The three 
buildings were vacant when the developer purchased the property and converted the buildings into  
52 residential units with interior parking and retail space.  The project included extensive masonry 
repairs, new windows, new storefronts, and rooftop additions, and also preserved a historic rooftop  
water tank.  The Motor Row District was designated a Chicago Landmark on December 13, 2000.
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