The Kitchen Building Townhomes
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‘New’ fort
to reflect
old story

‘The historic element is kind of the defi_ning issue up there’

FiL Sheridan was designed &8 &

By I. Linm Allen

TRIBUNE STAFF WHITER

leapn mega-project devel-
oper Richard Stein calls
Bruace Abrame “without
pesr” anywhere in the couns
iry in historic preservation
and adaptive reuse of his-
R Dbl inges

That kimd of hypertsile §s
hard to prove. Bl il's safe io
say Abrams’ inclusion on the
Stnim-bed team that has bDeen
awarded ibe contract lo nede
welop Fi. Sheridan will put
him up with the nation's
leaders in that real sstate
micha,

The Slein & Co leam was
awarded the rights to crease
a historic village om abowt
1I|}a|'_I.'HH Enrm Harih

itary hase
by 'rhla citias I:N:I" Highwood
and Highlamd Park Mooday.

The project, & crown jewel

among residential develop-
ments that could rake in fodal
sales of £200 million, will
commence after ike Stein
team and the two towns

b= with the Army an a
m'l-m:l‘w the land.

The team, Formally a pari-
nership called the Town of
Ft. Sheridan Co, t8 composed
of Stvln. Abrame’ Chicago-
based L.

apment Corp. of Morthbrook
and Projecl Manageméenl
Advisars of {‘hi.ﬂagn, a resl
estate consulting frm

Abrams' company I.l'll he
respansible for rehabbing the
hase’'s M historke landemark
bulldings, including siahles,
barracks and Jall buaildings
as well a= homes, inlo scme
300 luxury condominiums
wiithoat winlating thelr essan-
tial character,

*“The historlc element ks
kind of ihe defining issue up
there” said Stein. “Broce
Abzams = the best, amil we
went ouwl aml got the best.”

Hesdy wands, especially for
a Mryearohl lawyer whao anly
got into resl estate eighi
years ago afler working in
the Chicago office of Skad-

den, Arps, ane of the country's
Iiggest law Arms,

The Des Plaines pative switched
Mhedds afer linding be was more
interesied in business than law
and siarted oot ping rum-
dawn apartment buildings thal
were hlztorie only in lerms
thelr ape.

He still rehabes old apariment
bulldings in the city for low-
inenme renbers, bt concurremtly
has carved out a specialiy of
working am architectural gems,
empecially oo the Gold Coasd,

En il his Arst major historical
bailding, the Chapdler al 31 E.

allevie Place, anly a few years
ago ard Followsd that up with the
former Playboy Mansion at 1340
M. State Plewy, His major coup
came last year wilh the scguisi-
Fine of fhe stately Bayiair Regend
Hotel ai Easl Lake Shore Drive,
which he ks coaveriing to millicn-
dedlar-plus comdos.

But ikese projects pale in cons-
pariscn to the task At F1. Sherl-
dan, “Its & sn-?cl:s-cular propect,”
sald Abrams, certainly
predl challenges '

Built in part to probect Guded
Age Chicago magnates living In
Lake Forest who were fearful of
anarchists and labor agilaiors
After the Haymarkel Riots in 12856,

military showplace by the
renowmed Chicage firm of Hols-
bird & Roche That accouasls for
the federal designatlion of its
parade ground buildings as his
toric landmarks

Abrams, who was named fo fhe
Landmarks Preservation Couneil
of [linois last summer, sald the
most pomapex adaptation probilem
coualid e possd by the stables,
which are long narmow struchanes
with pitched roofs and no window
openings.

“We're sxrcited about the appor-
Eunity of comdng wp with inberest-
ing and creative solutbons,™ he
sald.

.n’.‘hranﬂ sakd be doeso't expect

natraciion work on Fr Sheridan
I.u begin until the end of this year,
which will allow him toe wind
down ather projects,

En addition to the Maviaic con:
wversion, the [irm is buildin
new eaids bailding an am a
l:EI:l kot an Wallon Streed, W'a]
oping the ald Wieboldi's depari-
ment store at the Morth Shie's
Lincodn-Belmont-Ashland inlersec.
thom Inde condos and retail space,
and fuming an old bowling alley
wilh a historic Bacade on Belmont
Avremue imbo boft residences,



